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April-May, 2010

833 Music Update 

The Lord continues to bless our service with a variety of musical folks who have shared their talents, recently.  This includes Willie Ortiz, Clara Churchill, Tyler Smith, and Mike Holmes.  Each has provided a very special addition to our sound.  Thank you, Mike.  Thank you, Tyler.  Thank you, Clara.  Thank you, Willie, for sharing your gifts.  C'mon back soon, please.  

Thanks also go out to the regulars, Rosalie, Janis, Justin and Chris. U rock ...and most of all, to the sound guy who makes it all happen: Randy we couldn't do a thing without you.  Thanks a bunch, from us all. 

R U next?    What is your gift?  We are currently looking for either a violin player, or a flute player.  Interested?  Let us know.  It could be as little as playing with us 1 song only, on 1 Sunday only, or it could be more.  The Casting Crowns song "Praise You in This Storm" is on deck, and is in need of this unique sound.  God is good. 

Randy Churchill

Jeremiah 29:11 Relay for Life 

The Relay for Life event takes place at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds from 6p to 6a on May 7-8, 2010. If you are interested in participating, please contact team captains, Cindy Rubenstein ruben2cd@jmu.edu or Susan Morris scmorris@rockingham.k12.va.us. 

This year as we walk around the track, we plan to dedicate each hour to an individual who is surviving or has lost their life to cancer. Please contact Susan or Cindy if you wish to nominate a church member or family member for whom we will walk in honor or memory of on May 7th. You may wish to actively walk during that hour or have us walk for you. 


Yard Sale 

We will be holding a yard and bake sale on Saturday, April 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We will be pricing items on Friday morning and evening.  If you are able, please stop by and help, even if it is for just an hour or so.   Also, we need all kinds of items for the bake sale:  cakes, cookies, candy, bread, etc.    

Kitchen Renovation

As of now, the kitchen plans are on hold as more possibilities are being explored.  Information will follow as it becomes available. 

If you would like to make a donation, we would appreciate it.  We think everyone will be pleased with the final result and we will have room to work there.  Thanks to everyone for their help.   

Phyllis Foltz

Stewardship

At this time the Stewardship team has not been set up, but in the process of doing so.  In the following newsletters we will be discussing more what Stewardship means to each of us.

Walk to Emmaus

Camp Overlook will offer Emmaus weekends on: 

 - April 15-18 (men), and April 22-25 (women)

 - Oct 7-10 (men), and Oct 14-17 (women)

Applications are available on the information table or online at: www.sveconline.org.  If you would like to know more about this retreat experience, speak with our Pastor or Secretary.  

Already an Emmaus member?  Also available online are requests for anyone who has already "walked" and is interested in "teaming" or other “Christian Action” volunteering. 

UMWomen News

On April 5th, Artie Frederick will share a program with us on Immigration.  Our guest speaker will be Orlando Quintero.  We are inviting everyone (men and women) to join us for this very informative and interesting discussion.  We meet at 7:00 p.m. and try to be finished by 8:30 or before. We provide childcare for all meetings, so please bring your children.

We are still collecting Campbell soup labels for the Henry Fork Service Center.  You need to save the UPC square with a point amount on it, not the front panel.  If you have any questions please feel free to call me. (289-5045)  

Phyllis Foltz

Morning Bible Study 

Our Women’s small group study resumes on Tuesdays at 10:00am beginning April 13th. We are using a Billy Graham study on Living the Christian Life.  If you are interested in more info, see Artie Frederick.
Children and Family Ministries

We are still in need of persons to serve on the Children and Family Ministries Team.  From popping popcorn for movie night to helping with the children, there is something everyone can do: only one night a month and responsibilities are minimal (i.e:  pop popcorn, prepare lemonade, help clean up).  Please prayerfully consider how you can become a part of the team.  

Upcoming VBS dates: (location: Mtn View Fell)
- VBS Plans & volunteer training, Apr 20, 7pm

- Team mtg & update VBS plans May 10, 7pm

- VBS Decorating Party, June 18

- VBS is June 20-24, 6pm-8:30pm daily

Grace & Peace,  Yvette Hill 

Family Fun Night 

We will meet on April 23rd due to the Yard Sale on the 17th.

Child Protection Policy 

If you have not yet taken this important training, please plan to attend the next training session on Sunday, April 11 at 9:30AM in the Pastor’s study for approx. 45-minutes. 


UMMen 

Annual Spring Rally will be held on Tuesday, April 27th at Manor Memorial UMC, New Market.  Dinner will be served at 6:00pm.  Cost is $12:00.  See Jim Worley to order tickets.  All the men of the church are invited and you can bring a friend.

Jim Worley

Upcoming Dates:

April Men's Meeting - April 11, 7:00 a.m.

Yard Sale - April 17, 9:00a.m.-1:00p.m.

Rebuilding Together - April 24

Mother's Day Service - May 9

Steak Dinner - May 15, 4:00-7:00p.m.

Family Fish Day - September 12, 2:00 p.m.

Smorgasbord - October 9

Youth News

The youth would like to thank all who came out for the Spaghetti Dinner in March.  It was a wonderful evening; complete with the only “F”s we like to see – Fun, Food and Fellowship!  Through your support we raised about $300 for our upcoming Project Crossroads mission trip this fall.  Thank you ALL!!  

April is service month for the Youth.  We will help with the church-wide Camp Still Meadows trail cleanup on April 10th, then on April 17th we will be doing our semi-annual road cleanup on McGaheysville Road and finally, if it all works out, we will be working with the men on their Rebuilding Together project on April 24th.  

In May, we will have our final fundraiser for the summer – a carwash on May 1st to raise the remainder of the money we need for Project Crossroads and to raise some funds for our Kings Fest trip July 10-11 to see Casting Crowns (and 3 other bands) at King’s Dominion.  More details about the carwash will be forthcoming in the next few weeks.  On May 7-8th, we will also be partnering with the ACTS class for the Relay for Life cancer walk.  

We are still working on dates to either go hiking above or below ground in May.  We invite ALL Youth of the church and community (grades 6-12) to join us for ALL of our events – including our Youth Group Meetings held the first and third Sundays of each month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm.

 Blessings! Randy Robinson

Older Adult Ministry

Older Adult Recognition Sunday will be observed on Sunday, April 25th at both of our worship services.  This year, we are thrilled to have Donna Lou Shickel as our guest speaker and musician.  Donna Lou is a nationally-known keynote entertainer and syndicated radio host.  As a singer, song-writer, comedienne and retreat leader, Donna Lou has been acclaimed for her compassionate, caring, upbeat performances.  She is host of her weekly radio show, “A Place of Grace,” which has been termed, “a Christian Dear Abby Column for Radio.”  (You can hear “A Place of Grace” on WSVA550AM---Sunday 8:30-9am; WHBG1360AM—Sunday 9:00-9:30am; and WBTX1470AM---Sunday 7:30-8:00am).

Throughout the years of performing, Donna Lou has raised over $250,000 for charities through her benefit concerts.  She owns her own music publishing company where she has over 70 of her own original compositions assigned.  She is founder of MusiCare Series, bringing concerts to residential care facilities and veterans’ hospitals since 1985.

Please make plans to attend these wonderful worship celebrations on Sunday, April 25th at both the 8:33 PRAISE and 11AM traditional service.   Also, join us for a carry-in lunch in our fellowship hall (for older adults) immediately following the 11am service. 

If you have questions or would like more details, contact Judy Burkholder at 289-5971.

Judy Burkholder

Pet Ministry

Our dog ministry team has been very active.  After a recent visit to Loyalton, an assisted living facility in Harrisonburg, the staff commended our team for their compassionate outreach noting that several residents who normally do not leave their room came out into the hallway to see and interact with the dogs!  We also visited Journey’s Crossing in Elkton.

If you are interested in this ministry, please contact Ruth Ann Armentrout at 434-1122.


Missions

Thank you all for helping with the HARTS program to feed the homeless in Harrisonburg.  We provided 3 great dinners. It was a blessing to us to be a blessing to others. 

We have another great opportunity for all men, women, youth and families to help out some wonderful people.  Camp Still Meadows is a therapeutic camp for individuals with developmental and physical disabilities.  They need our help to clear riding trails of winter debris.  Please plan to bring your families on April 10th to help get the trails ready for wheelchair access. Lunch will be provided.  Please join us in this mission of love!

Our clothes closet is in the process of switching over to summer clothes.  We really appreciate your donations. 

Also - mark your calendars for April 25th!  We will host a Mission Event from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  Sam Nickels, from Immigrant Resources will bring with him refugees and immigrants from our area.  They will tell us what it is like to come to a strange place with nothing and start a new life.  We will have an opportunity to ask questions.  Please plan to attend; we are inviting all the other churches in the district.

Artie Frederick 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

As a part of a worldwide movement, we distribute prayer shawls to many who are ill or grieving, or celebrating a marriage or the birth of a baby.

If you can knit, crochet, or quilt, please consider making shawls for this unique ministry.  For instructions or patterns, contact Phyllis Foltz (289-5045).  If you know of a need for a prayer shawl or would like to donate one, please contact Judy Burkholder (289-5971).

Church Planning 

On April 11th, our church planning team has some very important information to share with us.  On the following Sunday, during Sunday School, we will discuss the material distributed. Please plan to attend this important discussion.

Church Council 

The Church Council met March 8, 2010 with 14 members present.  . Highlights of the meeting follow:

· Our Church Planning Team is seeking input from the congregation about the future of our church.  Sherri Miles is recording the early service using her own equipment until we can purchase our own.  We have recently experienced increased difficulties with the copier.  To eliminate this, only certain people now have access to it.  Please leave requests for copies in the secretary’s office or use the old copier.

· Janna Folks requests help funding a mission trip this summer.  Motion was passed to give $200.00.

· The church will celebrate our 175th year in 2010.  Judy Burkholder will chair a committee to plan the celebration.

· Finance – The annual yard and bake sale is April 17th.  A Stewardship Ministry team is being formed.

· PPR met to fill out intention forms for the return of the minister.  The next PPR meeting is March 29th.

· Council of Ministries –The next CoM meeting will be on April 26th.

· A Mission Event is planned for April 25th from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Missions team will meet on April 12th.

· Trustees – Kitchen renovation plans are in progress.  The next trustee meeting will be on April 19th.

· The New Beginnings Class offered to update the landscaping around the church with new shrubbery, mulch, etc.  They will absorb any expenses.  A motion was made and approved.

· Five young persons are taking confirmation class.  There is a retreat at Camp Overlook on March 26-27 for confirmands.  A motion was made and approved that we pay the $46.00 per child to attend.

· Reminder: Newsletter input is due to the church office secretary the week after each Church Council meeting.  Next newsletter deadline will be May 16th for June and July input.

· The next meeting of the Church Council will be on May 3rd.

Council of Ministries

Council of Ministries met February 22, 2010 with 13 members present.  . Highlights of the meeting follow:

· Music - the choir Easter cantata will be given on Palm and Easter Sundays. 

· Older Adult Ministry will distribute Easter baskets to our shut-ins. Older Adult Recognition Sunday is April 25th.  Donna Lou Shickel will be guest speaker. Dog Ministry team was requested to visit Loyalton.  Seniors meet the 1st Thurs each month.  Our next team Older Adult Team meeting is April 19th.  

· Rock Church - there is a transition with music before class. Tweens will join the others for music. There are 12-17 attending classes. They are focusing on praying out loud. 

· Youth lock-in is Feb 26-27. Spaghetti dinner is March 20. Project Crossroads will be August 1st. $131.00 and lots of food was collected on Souper Bowl Sunday. 

· Christian Education - Bible Studies have been scheduled for throughout the year. A calendar to show all events will be available online to check when events are planned to help with scheduling. 

· United Methodist Women meets April 5th.  Artie Frederick will give a program on immigration. The District Spiritual Life Retreat will be held at the Blessings Lodge on March 26 & 27. 

· United Methodist Men will serve breakfast on Easter.  We will go to Camp Still Meadows April 10 to help cleanup the grounds. The men will lead worship on Mother's Day.  The steak dinner is May 15th. 

· Missions – HARTS program: Mar 22-29, Camp Still Meadows: Apr 10, Mission Event, April 25.

· Advertising - the road sign will be ready this week. Contact Debby Hopkins with events to publicize. 

· Family Ministries - Sherri Miles will organize Friday night family events for the third Friday each month. VBS will be Sunday-Thursday, June 20-24, with the picnic and decorating on Friday, June 18th.

· If anything needs attention by the COM, please contact Mike Earman.

From the Pastor’s Pen… 

 “And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity” Col. 3:14”

Dear friends,

A number of years ago, a pastor friend told me a story about something that happened in his church.  A young woman with crutches went to the Easter service.  The service was glorious, the flowers breathtaking, the music magnificent, the sermon inspiring and the choir heavenly.  As she was leaving, someone remarked to her how great the service was and how much it really celebrated the risen Lord.  Then this person asked her which part of the service touched her most, with the power of the risen Christ.  She answered “The man sitting behind me who helped me up every time I tried to stand.”

It seems to me that the power of the risen Christ is seen not only in glorious worship, but it is also seen in our actions of love, whether they are great or small.  Our lives, our service, our sharing, each act of love and kindness is a witness to our Lord.  As Mother’s Day approaches not too long after Easter, I think that many mothers have figured out that their calling to parent is a holy one that allows them to live and learn of the love of Christ each day as they parent their children.  The same is true for any parent.

The same is true for the church, is it not?  We have a living classroom that teaches us the love of Christ each day and gives us a chance to practice it.  It is called the church.  And then we also have the joy of on the job training; it is called life.

I pray that in this season of Easter the living Christ will be living in you and will be shining through you.  I pray that you will know that the power of Christ is working in you, whether anyone tells you or not.  (I wonder if anyone ever told the man who helped the young woman that she saw the risen Christ in him?)  I pray that in your home and family the love of Christ will live so fully that everyone will see Jesus alive in you.

Join me this Easter, as we celebrate the resurrection that makes a difference in every aspect of our lives.

In His love

David

Our Church Family…

April Birthdays

1
Margaret Roy

1 Phyllis Edwards

2
Candy Birtchet

5
Susan Morris

8
Hallie Chabrier

9
Chad Bird

12
April Mitchell

12
Courtney Ribet

14
Molly Grefe

18
Stella Evans-Veney

20
Artie Frederick

22
Evan Hopkins

23
Phillip Epperson

24
Nancy Warble

25
Lane Shull

28
Rebecca Meadows

30
Dawn Ribet

April Anniversaries

1
Troy & Angie Kyger

2
Mike & Kim Sullenger

2
Houston & Sarah Martin

6
Rick & Candy Birtchet

23
Jason & Kelli Burgess

24
Jerry & Margaret Roy


May Birthdays

2
Jim Myers

3
Logan Smith

5
Whitney Hopkins

5
Clark Hopkins

5
Katy Holmes

8
Justin Smith

10
Randy Churchill

11
Megan Gondek

12
David Lagerveld

12
Aiden Grefe

13
Joy Stover

14
Quentin Gray

17
Tommy Leap

20
Rosalie Russell

25
Pearl Almond

25
Randy Robinson

25
Crystal Ortiz

28
Mike Earman

30
Kelli Burgess

31
Lisa Hopkins

May Anniversaries

8
Jake & Teresa Myers

9
Nancy & Paul Goulart

15
Brian & April Mitchell

18
Tim & Lisa Thacker

19
Roger & Wanda Herring

24
Jason & Shannon Lam

29
Mike & Bev Earman
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April - May, 2010

MCGAHEYSVILLE EASTER ACTIVITIES


Easter Sunday, April 4th:


6:45 AM 
Community Sunrise Service



Brown Memorial Church


7:30 AM
Community Breakfast



McGaheysville Town Hall


8:33 AM
Contemporary Service


11:00 AM
Traditional Worship Service



McGaheysville United Methodist Church







_1019663046.bin

